Flynn Center Presents

Shh! We Have a Plan

Welcome to the 2017-2018 Student Matinee Season!
Today’s scholars and researchers say creativity is the top skill our kids will need
when they enter the workforce of the future, so we salute YOU for valuing the
educational and inspirational power of live performance. By using this study
guide you are taking an even greater step toward implementing the arts as a
vital and inspiring educational tool.
We hope you find this guide useful and that it deepens your students’
connection to the material. If we can help in any way, please contact
sms@flynncenter.org.

Enjoy the show! -Education Staff
An immense thank you...
The Flynn Center recognizes that field trip resources for schools are extremely limited, thus matinee prices
for schools are significantly lower than prices for public performances. As a non-profit organization, the
Flynn is deeply grateful to the foundations, corporations, and individuals whose generous financial
support keeps matinees affordable for schools.

thank you to the Golodetz Family for sponsoring this performance.
Thank you to the Flynn Matinee 2017-2018 underwriters:
Northfield Savings Bank, Andrea’s Legacy Fund, Champlain Investment Partners, LLC, Bari and Peter
Dreissigacker, Forrest and Frances Lattner Foundation, Surdna Foundation, TD Charitable Foundation,
Vermont Arts Council, Vermont Concert Artists Fund of the Vermont Community Foundation, Vermont
Community Foundation, New England Foundation for the Arts, National Endowment for the Arts, and the
Flynn Jazz Endowment. The Everybody Belongs Art Initiative: Devonwood Associates, Additional support
from the Bruce J. Anderson Foundation & the Walter Cerf Community Fund.

Cahoots NI
Cahoots NI is at the forefront of
Northern Irish theatre and is the leading
professional theatre company
producing work for children.
Since beginning operations in November
2001, Cahoots NI has produced original,
boldly innovative work for children,
some staged in conventional theatre
venues and some in purpose-designed
sites or specific locations, including
schools and healthcare settings. Its work
concentrates on combining the visual
potential of theatre with the age-old
popularity of magic and illusion.
For more information, please visit the
company’s website:
http://www.cahootsni.com

What to expect
A nonverbal tale featuring magic, music, and
puppetry based on the Chris Haughton book of
the same name. Follow the delightful and
surprising journey of a family adventuring
through the woods - when they see a beautiful
bird perched high in a tree, each of these
three madcap characters have a plan to capture
it!
Sounds simple, but the quest soon becomes an
obsession and the obsession becomes the absurd!
Where will it all end? Join us as the youngest
teaches everyone that kindness and treating
nature with respect is more important than
getting what you want at any cost.
Prepare to be enchanted and amazed by this
new and exciting theatrical adventure!

The Story
Four friends, three big and one little,
are out for a walk. Suddenly, they
spot it - a beautiful bird perched high
in a tree! They simply MUST have it
and - SHH! - they have a PLAN. So
they tip-toe, tip-toe very slowly, nets
poised - "Ready one ... ready two ...
ready three ... GO!" But, at the turn of
the page, we find a ridiculous bunch
of very tangled characters and a
blissfully oblivious bird, flying away.
One hilarious foiled plan after
another and it's clear that this goofy
trio CANNOT catch that elusive birdie!
But the littlest of this group, a quiet
spectator up until now, knows that a
bit of kindness and sweetness can go
a lot further than any elaborate
scam. Will his three friends follow his
gentle lead or will they get
themselves into even more trouble?

The Author & Illustrator: Chris Haughton
Chris Haughton is an Irish designer and author living in London. He has
published four books and one app.
A BIT LOST (2010) has been translated into 23 languages and won 10 awards in
8 countries. In Holland, it won Dutch Picture Book of the Year 2012 and in Italy
the Premio Andersen Award.

Shh Awards
●
●
●
●

OH NO GEORGE! (2012) won has won several award including the Junior
Magazine Book of the Year.

●

SHH! WE HAVE A PLAN (2014) won the AOI award for best Children's Book in
2014.

●

HAT MONKEY (iOS app) was nominated for the CYBILS award

●

GOODNIGHT EVERYONE (2016) was selected for the World Illustration Awards
exhibition.

●

Visit Chris's site for free downloads and activity sheets: www.chrishaughton.com
In 2012, together with Akshay Sthapit he has co-founded a fair trade company
in Nepal called NODE. It operates as a non profit and aims to connect the
world's best designers with fair trade organisations. For their first exhibition
they asked 18 artists to each design a rug for the Design Museum in London.
They are currently being sold online and through the Design Museum Shop.

●

WINNER: Ezra Jack Keats
Award
WINNER: CYBILS award
Nominated: Irma Black Award
American Library Association
notable children's book
Capitol choices noteworthy
books for children nomination
Junior Library Guild
Selection -Fall 2014
Nominated: Blue Ribbon
Award
The Pennsylvania Center
for the Book: Best
Children's Books for Family
Literacy 2015
WINNER: Red Clover Book
award

Activities
Pre-Show Discussion Questions
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Why did the characters want to catch the bird?
Did any of the characters think about the well-being of the
bird?
How do you think the bird felt when the characters tried to
trap her?
What happened when the characters finally stopped
chasing the bird? How does the play differ from the book?
Do you think the characters will treat the squirrel at the end
of the play any differently?
How did the music and the sound effects help you
understand what was happening in the play?
Did anything in the show surprise or amaze you?
In the end, which friend had the best idea? What can we
learn from this friend?
In the dedication at the start of the book the play is
adapted from, Albert Einstein is quoted as saying “Peace
cannot be kept by force; it can only be achieved by
understanding.” What do you think this means in the
context of the story?

Post-Show Discussion Questions
●

●
●
●
●

Were there any characters or events that were in the book
but not in the play? Why do you think these choices were
made?
What do you think the set and costume designers need to
consider when bringing the book to the stage?
What things helped to tell the story on stage?
What happened in the story that was surprising? Exciting?
Funny? Scary?
Did you have to use your imagination when you watched
this play? Explain.

Exploring Page to Stage Adaptations
●

●

How are characters shown in books, and how are they
shown in plays? (Some thoughts: in books, we get to read
what is written about characters and that they say, and if
there are pictures we might get to see how the illustrator
imagined them. In plays, we get to see how characters
move around, see how they respond to things, etc.)
How are settings shown in books, and how are they show in
plays? (In books we get to read descriptions of
environments, or possibly see drawings if there are
illustrations. In plays, we get to see physical items that
communicate setting to us. Often settings in plays are
abstract, so something as simple as a piece of blue fabric
might tell us we’re at the river’s edge.)

Soundscape of Your Environment
Sound is a constant part of our daily lives: it is
very, very rare for the world to be absolutely
silent. Take a moment to listen to the world
around you, and try to list all of the sounds
you can hear. These sounds make up the
soundscape of your life at this moment. Have
students find different spaces around the
classroom, school, or record sounds from
home. Then come back together and share
these sounds. You could even have students
guess where someone was by listening to the
sounds and trying to imagine what place
would make those sounds. You could also
give students places to imagine, and have
them name what sounds they think would be
heard there.

Environmental Responsibility
Three of the four characters in Shh really
want to take animals from the forest. One of
the major messages of this story is for us to
be gentle and kind to nature, to our
environment, and to other species. Here are
some activities to encourage environmental
responsibility:
●

●
●
●

●
●

●
●

Nature Scavenger Hunt-create a
visual list of items found in nature, and
in small groups, have students go
explore and find as many items as
they can, but leave items in nature
Create Wildflower Seed Bombs
Sandwich Bag Compost Experiment
Energy-Free Times at School and
Home-set times of the day, or even
challenge your classroom to go a
whole school day without using any
electricity
Build a Class Veggie Garden
Bring in Local Farmers and
Environmentalists-share their work
and ideas for making our local
community healthier
Glean Produce with Local Farms
Make a list of other ways you can
make your school, local, and global
communities healthier

WORDS COME ALIVE:
Arts Integration Activities
Providing the opportunity to actively
explore the world of the show helps
students become more engaged and
connected audience members, thinking
about artists’ choices and approaching the
performance with enhanced curiosity.
For more information about our arts
integration activities:
● click here
● call 652-4548
● Email Lauren at
schoolprograms@flynncenter.org

Solos - Character Actions
This exercise will allow the students to imagine they are actors in the
show, expressing characters through movement. Be certain to have
read the book before doing this and subsequent exercises. Invite
students to stand somewhere in the classroom so there is a bubble of
open space around each child. Invite them to imagine they are the
characters listed below, doing their selected actions. They should work
silently and independently and respond to your freeze signal between
each activity. Your instructions might be as follows: "When I say 'Go!"
you are the bird as the group tries to catch you. Go!...Freeze!..."
Repeat with such variations as: you are the littlest friend offering the
bird some bread, you are the explorers tiptoeing through the forest, you
are the explorers paddling through the water, you are one of the bigger
explorers and you’re watching the bird eat from the little explorer.
Remind students to watch for how the actors in the play use their
bodies to express their characters.
Ask students: Which character actions were challenging? Why? What
did you differently with your bodies when you were portraying different
moments in the story?

Sound Effects - a Forest
Learning goals: visualize events, draw inferences,
deepen understanding of setting & plot
Performing goals: expand vocal range; follow clues
In the play, the explorers go on an adventure to find
animals and insects in the forest. Brainstorm a variety of
sounds that they might hear as they wander through the
forest. Choose a variety of moments and encounters
(paddling through the water try to sneak up on the bird,
being in the middle of a huge group of birds, climbing up
into tall trees) and create unique sounds connected to
each place. Practice the sounds as a group; then invite
students to each choose a sound they wish to make.
Identify a hand signal to use as a volume control, and
show what it looks like when there is no sound and when
the sound is at the highest and lowest volume. Explain
that they will know when and how to make the sounds
by following the signals. Then create a soundscape by
adding each student's sound in, and adjusting the
volume as you wish.
Repeat the process for different places and encounters
that occur in the story. Reflect on what sounds change
the mood. During the show, encourage the students to
watch and listen for how sounds impact the feel of the
adventure.

We can’t wait to see you at the theater!
Etiquette for Live Performances:The Essentials
●
●
●
●
●
●

Teachers, a couple of reminders:

Listen, experience, imagine, discover, learn!
Give your energy and attention to the performers.
Please do not eat or drink in the theater.
Talk only before and after the performance.
Turn off wireless devices.
No photos, videos, texting, or listening to music.

*These are guidelines... We understand that some students may need to
experience the performance in their own way, and we are here to support all
students and their unique needs.

●

●

Share your experience with us! Use the feedback links, or
share your students’ artwork, writing, responses. We love
to hear how experiences at the Flynn impact our audiences.
Explore other student matinees at the Flynn this season.
We still have seats in some shows and we’d love to help you
or other teachers at your school enliven learning with an
engaging arts experience!

The Flynn is a place for ALL students, and these tools can help!
Pre or Post-Show Video Chats:

Hello
from the
Flynn!

Help students build enthusiasm or process their experience with a free, 5-10 minute video chat before or after the show!
We can set up Skype/Facetime/Google Hangouts with your class to answer questions about the content, art form, and experience.
Contact Kat, kredniss@flynncenter.org to set up your chat!
Autism and Sensory-Friendly Accommodations:
The Flynn Center has been working diligently to break down barriers for audience members with disabilities,
with a particular focus on those with sensory-sensitivities. Social stories, break spaces, sensory friendly materials,
and more are available for all student matinees. Feel free to let us know ahead of time if any of these would be useful,
or ask an usher at the show!

Educational Standards

We appreciate and value your feedback

The Common Core broadens the definition of a “text,” viewing
performance as a form of text, so your students are experiencing and
interacting with a text when they attend a Flynn show.

●
●

Seeing live performance provides rich opportunities to write reflections,
narratives, arguments, and more. By writing responses and/or using the
Flynn Study Guides, all performances can be linked to Common Core:

●

CC ELA: W 1-10

●

Click here to evaluate our study guides.
Click here for Teacher Feedback Forms for the
performance.
Click here for Student Feedback Forms for the
performance.
Click here for Parent Forms to help parents engage
with their children around the show.

Student Matinees support the following National Core Arts Standards:
Creating: Anchor #1, Responding: Anchor #7, #8, #9, and Responding:
Anchor #10 and #11.
You can use this performance and study guide to address the following
Common Core Standards:
CC ELA: RL 1-10, RF 1-4, L 3-5, SL 1-2; NEXT GEN: ESS3-1, ESS3-3, LS4-1.

This guide was written & compiled by the Education Department at the
Flynn Center for the Performing Arts with inspiration from the
Cahoots NI Website and the author’s website. Permission is granted for
teachers, parents, and students who are coming to Flynn shows to copy
& distribute this guide for educational purposes only.

